Lymphocytotoxic and microbial antibodies in Crohn's disease and matched controls.
Patients with Crohn's disease and age, sex and seasonally matched healthy controls were studied for cold lymphocytotoxic and a variety of microbial antibodies. Lymphocytotoxic antibody titers were increased significantly in the Crohn's patients compared to controls, but did not correlate with any of the microbial titers. Antibodies to a Pseudomonas-like bacterium and Bacteroides vulgatus were also increased in the patients, but titers to Chlamydia trachomatis, rotavirus and Norwalk virus were not elevated above control values. Analysis of microbial antibody within the patient and control groups revealed a significant (P = .001) correlation between antibodies to the Pseudomonas-like bacterium and Bacteroides vulgatus. The elevated titers to the Pseudomonas-like organisms and B. vulgatus are of potential importance, but their significance is not known at this time. There is no evidence of an increased incidence of infection with C. trachomatis, rotavirus or Norwalk virus in Crohn's disease.